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•onings of an anonymous writer in the newspaper editor, who shrinks from aa 
Belfast Magazine, may perhaps be more inquiry into the honesty of his principle* 
attended to, than the gasconades of a H ». 



PRICES OP OuAlN, &c. 



Liverpool, 

July 26, 

1814. 



LlSKUBN, 

July 26, 1814. 



Belfast, 
July Mi, 1814. 



Wheat, English.... 

Foreign,.... 

Irish, 

Barley, English,.. 



Irish and Scotch, 5 

Oats, Potato, 5 

Welsh, 3 

Limerick,... 5 

Coin. Waterford, 3 

Malt, fine 1 1 

middling,... 10 

Oatmeal, 34 



I Oats, 6 
Oatmeal,.. 14 
Potatoes old, 

| new, 

Wheat, 12 

Oats, S 

Oatmeal,... 14 

Butter 100 

Potatoes new 



to 7 

3 to 14 
3 to 

8 to 

6 to 
to 8 

9 to 11 
to C 

7 to 



to 12 
to 11 
to 9 



to 
to 
to 
to 
to 3 
to 3 
to 11 
to 10 
to 3G 



d. 



6 
3 
G 
4 







per 70 lbs. 
per do. 
per do. 
per 60 lbs. 
per do. 
per 45 lbs. 
per do. 
per do. 
per. do. 
per 36 quarts, 
per do. 
per 240 lbs. 



per cwt. of 120 lbs. 

6 per cwt. of 120 lbs. 

O per stone. 

per do. 

per cwt. of 112 lbs. 

10 per cwt. of 112 lbs. 

2 per cwt. of 112 lbs. 

per cwt. of 112 lbs. 

10 per st. 



Dublin, July 
29, 1S14. 



Wheat,. ..12 
Bu-ley,...12 
Oats, lO 

Oatmeal,..! 2 



to 45 6 middle price 54 5 per bar. of 20 st. 

to middle price per bar. of 16 St. 

to 10 13 1i per bar. of 14 st. 

to 16 13 s| per cwt. of 112 lb. 



AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 

From June 20/A, to July 20M, 1814. 

We have seldom had a season wherein the cold easterly winds have prevailed for a 
greater length ut time than the present, nor one in which there has been less warm 
weather favourable to vegetation; the crops are, of course, in a general way, more back- 
ward than usual, and in the clay soils have not the appear nice of being good. In all the 
high cold districts, there is an evtdeiu deiiciency in the oats, flax, and potato crops. The 
tlax has rather recovered since the late rains, but will not he a heavy crop, partly ow- 
ing to the unfavourable season, but more to the great quantity of bad seed that was 
sold in the markets. "J lie oats will be short, and the potatoes being complained of 
for having a great proportion of curled stalks, will prove in many parts of the 
country unproductive. 

Some complaints of blast in the early sown wheat have been made by several 
farmers ; but as fears of this kind have often prevailed without sufficient reason, ic 
is hoped the disorder is not so general as has been apprehended. 

The hay crops, in the dry upland meadows, are generally light ; those of the low 
grounds are late, bat will be more productive. 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

" Blest paper credit ! last and best supply ! 
That leuds corruption lighter wings to fly !" 
The bankruptcies which were noticed in the last month's report, forme i only th; 
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commeucement of scenes of unexampled distress in the commercial world, unexampled in 
this country at least, for the magnitude of the mass of outstanding bills kept afloat by a 
fictitious credit, and to which our paper money lent peculiar facilities. Indeed it 
may be reckoned as one of the mherirj attendant on the present system of banishing 
gold from circulation, and is a necessary result of the war, which by a large foreign 
expenditure, and by a derangement of the course of exchanges caused the coid to be 
withdrawn to other countries, and left us with the dangerous substitute of paper in its 
place. The reasonings long maintained in these reports on this subject, receive i.'.iny 
additional proofs now in the winding up of the war, that to the war alone are owing 
the many distresses of the commercial system, and that a crisis had nearly arrived, 
beyond which the finances of the country both of a public and private nature, would 
not nmch longer have afforded the means to continue it. 

The absorption of the too great circulation of paper occasions much of the present 
distress. The loss aribing from the too abundant issue of bank notes must fall some- 
where, and bankruptcies may be expected to be frequent, until trade resumes its regular 
channels, and the wild speculations arising from the war, and from the facilities oi rais- 
ing money have gradually subsided. !f the national banks of England and Ireland should 
again resume their payments in cash, although the measure will, in the end, be highly 
beneficial, yet in the mean time the commercial difficulties of those, whose affairs 
are widely extended, will for a time be increased ; as to enable the banks to pay again 
in guineas, a great curtailment of commercial discounts mu*t take place, as a neces- 
sary preparatory measure. They who do not look deep into causes may attribute 
these temporary difficulties to the return of peace, as many of our farmers, ignorant- 
ly regret the peace, because it has lowered the prices of pigs, butter and 
grain, without considering that the expences of the war, of which they were forced 
to bear a part, through a heavy taxation direct or indirect, more than counterbal- 
anced all their supposed gains, at least in a national view. A few individuals may 
have gained, but the general interests suffered. 

The present distress does not arise from peace, but is a continuance of the war sys- 
tem, against the pernicious influence of which, both on our comforts and our morals, 
it is the honest boast of the Reporter, that he has uniformly and repeatedly raised 
his voice, in the midst of the clamour aad exhibition of fallacious prospects, by 
which many for interested purposes sought to deceive the public, by giving flattering 
but false representations of their real situation while they studiously concealed the 
danger from their view. The conductors of the press contributed largely to the po- 
pular delusion, too often acting as the venal and thoughtless supporters of things as 
they are, without looking to the certain consequences attendant on a continuance of 
the system. 
The catastrophe of the dashing speculating merchants, traders, Iinendrapers,and others, 
has beeu severe. The ruin of their hopes is less to be regretted, than the injuries they 
bring on others in their selfish race to be rich. They fail themselves, but they also 
throw others down, and involve them in their ruin. A system of keeping up fictitious 
credit, known among merchants by the slang name of " flying kites," by drawing and 
and redrawing, and .exchanging bills, so that frequently two or three sets of bills 
stood out for one real transaction, or actual transfer of property, was carried to a 
most unjustifiable, and without using too harsh a term, it may be denominated iniqui- 
tous length.- No regular trade could support so unfavourable a mode of raising monev. 
Enhanced by commissions for agency, stamps, postage, &c. the cost must have exceed- 
ed 10 per cent, per annum, a profit which few regular trades in this country do more 
than reach, and of which they frequently fall short. Ruin under such circumstances 
might be kept off for a time, but iu the end it was inevitable. Yet many played the 
desperate game, till difficulties, increased by the delay, and the efforts to keep up ap- 
pearances, overwhelmed them in greater ruin, and extended the circle of the mischief. 
The banks gave facility to the extension of paper credit, and after having assisted in 
producing the error, the state of the times forced tbem to let them drop, whom they 
had before incautiously supported. But he banks could not in such a crisis do other- 
wise, than curiail their discounts, as a means of self-defence, to prevent their notes 
immediately returning on the.n for payment, which they had to discbarge in notes of 
the Bank of Ireia.id. 
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In some parts of the country, a very ruinous system has prevailed by the agents cf 
private banks running a race of competition in discounting bills. When a liuendraper 
alighted at bis inn on a maket day, be was immediately solicited by one or other of 
these agents for his bills. Hence a facility was given to a system of bills of a " kite- 
flying" description, which has of late years been earned onto a very great extent in 
the counties of Armagh and Tyrone. The quantity of bills in circulation was much 
greater than the extent of their regular and fair trade required. Thus bills of a more 
suspicious kind, were often taken by agents, than would have passed at head-quart-rs, 
and also a lower rate of discount was charged. The country suffered by a too great 
facility of obtaining discounts to the ultimate injury of the drawers, and by the su- 
perabundance of paper. The bankers now feel the effects of their imprudence, 
and cupidity in so eagerly forcing their paper into circulation. 

The too ready exchange of paper jar paper occasioned bank notes to be too abun- 
dant for legitimate purposes The necessity to pay in coin would have prevented this 
evil from proceeding to so great an extent ; but when this salutary check was removed 
paper did not purchase on a fair average, as much of the necessaries of life, as before 
the bank restriction, after making every allowance for occasional fluctuations arising 
from the vicissitudes ot the seasons. Gold and silver from their conventional value 
in all countries are essentially different from paper money, which only circulates in the 
country iu which it is issued. 

Owing to the state of public credit at the time of the late linen market in Dublin, 
little business was done, from a want of confidence, and a consequent fear of mak- 
ing sales. 

The duties of customs have been greatly increased of late by a new act. Under 
the pretext of equalizing the duties payable in Ireland to those of England, the ace 
passed without exciting much attention to the very heavy burdens thus imposed. A 
great addition has been made in the duty on moit articles, particularly on timber, the 
price of which, especially of all not the growth of British America, will be thus con- 
siderably enhanced. Duties are for the first time payable on ashes. 

£ s d. 
On pot and pearl imported in a British built ship, per cwt. Oil I 

not imported in a British ship, II 10J 

'. Of the British plantations in America, and 

imported directly thence, 17 

Barilla in a British built vessel, 11 4 

not iu a British built vessel, O 12 O 

Smalts, per lb. O 9j> 

Flaxseed, per bushel, 4 

The duties on ashes used in- bleaching linens, the manufacture of Ireland, will on 
proof be drawn back; but the duty must be paid in the first instance. Interest will be 
lost to the importer and consumer, till the ashes are used, and considerable difficulties 
will probaoly afterwards attend the procuring the drawback of the duty. The prices 
of ashes wiil thus be raised. 

Exciiaage in the beginning of this month fell under 4 per cent, owing to the diffi- 
culty of procuring money. It may now be quoted at 5 to 4£ per cent. 



CHI. ESI M PHENOMENA, 
ro* Aucosr, 1814. 

On the 2d, the Moon rises under the small stars in the tail of the Goat, as she- 
passed the third star in this constellation soon after Sunrise. On the 7th she rises 
below tiie three first stars of the Ram, at a considerable distance from them, being 
in the head of the Whale, as she passed the first fourteenth at forty-seven minutes 
past nine this evening, and an occulation takes place before she sets of the second 
fourteenth. This commences in the morning of the Sth, at twenty minute* and 
a quarter past three. 

Ontiie liiih.the . loon rises in the morning, andissoon followed by the seventh and 
twelfth of the Tvvias, as she pisses the former star at eight minutes past three, w!wa 
we shall perceive that she is directing her course to Venus, at some uistaucc to the es« 
of her. 



